Apocryphon of John

Trandated by Frederik Wisse

The teaching of the savior, and the revelatiorhefrhysteries and the things hidden in silence, even
these things which he taught John, his disciple.

And it happened one day, when John, the broth@awfes - who are the sons of Zebedee - had come
up to the temple, that a Pharisee named Arimamipsoached him and said to him, "Where is your
master whom you followed?" And he said to him, 't gone to the place from which he came.” The
Pharisee said to him, "With deception did this Neme deceive you (pl.), and he filled your eardiwit
lies, and closed your hearts (and) turned you fitoertraditions of your fathers."

When |, John, heard these things | turned away fteiemple to a desert place. And | grieved gyeatl
in my heart, saying, "How then was the savior aptaal, and why was he sent into the world by his
Father, and who is his Father who sent him, anglhait sort is that aeon to which we shall go? For
what did he mean when he said to us, 'This aearhich you will go is of the type of the imperishabl
aeon, but he did not teach us concerning the |attevhat sort it is.”

Straightway, while | was contemplating these thjraghold, the heavens opened and the whole
creation which is below heaven shone, and the weasl shaken. | was afraid, and behold | saw in the
light a youth who stood by me. While | looked anhhe became like an old man. And he changed his
likeness (again), becoming like a servant. There ned a plurality before me, but there was a lilssne
with multiple forms in the light, and the likenesssppeared through each other, and the likeness had
three forms.

He said to me, "John, John, why do you doubt, oy arfe you afraid? You are not unfamiliar with this
image, are you? - that is, do not be timid! - | i@ one who is with you (pl.) always. | am the [eath

am the Mother, | am the Son. | am the undefilediandrruptible one. Now | have come to teach you
what is and what was and what will come to pasd,\tbu may know the things which are not revealed
and those which are revealed, and to teach youecoimg the unwavering race of the perfect Man.
Now, therefore, lift up your face, that you maye®e the things that | shall teach you today, aig m
tell them to your fellow spirits who are from thewavering race of the perfect Man."

And | asked to know it, and he said to me, "The Rtbis a monarchy with nothing above it. It is he
who exists as God and Father of everything, thisiiole One who is above everything, who exists as
incorruption, which is in the pure light into whiclo eye can look.

"He is the invisible Spirit, of whom it is not rigto think of him as a god, or something similasr Re

is more than a god, since there is nothing abawe fur no one lords it over him. For he does nastex

in something inferior to him, since everything éxis him. For it is he who establishes himself.isle
eternal, since he does not need anything. For te¢akperfection. He did not lack anything, that h
might be completed by it; rather he is always catgdy perfect in light. He is illimitable, sinceette is

no one prior to him to set limits to him. He is aaschable, since there exists no one prior to bhim t
examine him. He is immeasurable, since there wameqrior to him to measure him. He is invisible,
since no one saw him. He is eternal, since hesgtstnally. He is ineffable, since no one was #ble
comprehend him to speak about him. He is unnamesiblee there is no one prior to him to give him a
name.



"He is immeasurable light, which is pure, holy (rimdmaculate. He is ineffable, being perfect in
incorruptibility. (He is) not in perfection, nor lmlessedness, nor in divinity, but he is far supekle is

not corporeal nor is he incorporeal. He is neithgge nor is he small. There is no way to say, ¥Vi#ha

his quantity?' or, 'What is his quality?’, for noeccan know him. He is not someone among (other)
beings, rather he is far superior. Not that haiimgly) superior, but his essence does not partaite
aeons nor in time. For he who partakes in an aemprepared beforehand. Time was not apportioned
to him, since he does not receive anything fronttarofor it would be received on loan. For he who
precedes someone does not lack, that he may receméim. For rather, it is the latter that looks
expectantly at him in his light.

"For the perfection is majestic. He is pure, imnueable mind. He is an aeon-giving aeon. He is life-
giving life. He is a blessedness-giving blessed &ieeis knowledge-giving knowledge. He is
goodness-giving goodness. He is mercy and redempgtiong mercy. He is grace-giving grace, not
because he possesses it, but because he givesnieasurable, incomprehensible light.

"How am | to speak with you about him? His aeomdgestructible, at rest and existing in silence,
reposing (and) being prior to everything. For htheshead of all the aeons, and it is he who dives
strength in his goodness. For we know not the aindéf things, and we do not understand what is
immeasurable, except for him who came forth from,mamely (from) the Father. For it is he who
told it to us alone. For it is he who looks at haffign his light which surrounds him, namely theispg

of the water of life. And it is he who gives to #ie aeons and in every way, (and) who gazes ujgon h
image which he sees in the spring of the Spiris lte who puts his desire in his water-light whiin
the spring of the pure light-water which surrouhds.

"And his thought performed a deed and she camb, foamely she who had appeared before him in
the shine of his light. This is the first power waiiwas before all of them (and) which came fortmfr
his mind, She is the forethought of the All - hght shines like his light - the perfect power whis

the image of the invisible, virginal Spirit whopsrfect. The first power, the glory of Barbelo, the
perfect glory in the aeons, the glory of the retietg she glorified the virginal Spirit and it wake

who praised him, because thanks to him she had &mme This is the first thought, his image; she
became the womb of everything, for it is she whprisr to them all, the Mother-Father, the firstrma
the holy Spirit, the thrice-male, the thrice-powsgrthe thrice-named androgynous one, and theatern
aeon among the invisible ones, and the first toectorth.

"<She> requested from the invisible, virginal Spirihat is Barbelo - to give her foreknowledgedAn
the Spirit consented. And when he had consentedptieknowledge came forth, and it stood by the
forethought; it originates from the thought of theisible, virginal Spirit. It glorified him and ki
perfect power, Barbelo, for it was for her sakd thhad come into being.

"And she requested again to grant her indestrlityitand he consented. When he had consented,
indestructibility came forth, and it stood by theaght and the foreknowledge. It glorified the sille
One and Barbelo, the one for whose sake they hae aoto being.

"And Barbelo requested to grant her eternal lified Ahe invisible Spirit consented. And when he had
consented, eternal life came forth, and they addraihd glorified the invisible Spirit and Barbeioe
one for whose sake they had come into being.

"And she requested again to grant her truth. Aedrhkisible Spirit consented. And when he had
consented, truth came forth, and they attendedylmdied the invisible, excellent Spirit and his
Barbelo, the one for whose sake they had comebigitag.

"This is the pentad of the aeons of the Fatherclwig the first man, the image of the invisibler8pit
is the forethought, which Barbelo, and the thought] the foreknowledge, and the indestructibility,



and the eternal life, and the truth. This is thdragynous pentad of the aeons, which is the detad o
the aeons, which is the Father.

"And he looked at Barbelo with the pure light whairrounds the invisible Spirit, and (with) his dpa
and she conceived from him. He begot a spark bf ligth a light resembling blessedness. But it does
not equal his greatness. This was an only-begotigd of the Mother-Father which had come forth; it
is the only offspring, the only-begotten one of Bagher, the pure Light.

"And the invisible, virginal Spirit rejoiced ovene light which came forth, that which was brought
forth first by the first power of his forethoughthich is Barbelo. And he anointed it with his goeds
until it became perfect, not lacking in any goodndsecause he had anointed it with the goodness of
the invisible Spirit. And it attended him as he malupon it. And immediately when it had received
from the Spirit, it glorified the holy Spirit antie perfect forethought, for whose sake it had come
forth.

"And it requested to give it a fellow worker, whighthe mind, and he consented gladly. And when the
invisible Spirit had consented, the mind came faaitid it attended Christ, glorifying him and Barbel
And all these came into being in silence.

"And the mind wanted to perform a deed throughwibed of the invisible Spirit. And his will became
a deed and it appeared with the mind; and the gightfied it. And the word followed the will. For
because of the word, Christ the divine Autogeneated everything. And the eternal life <and> his
will and the mind and the foreknowledge attendedi glorified the invisible Spirit and Barbelo, for
whose sake they had come into being.

"And the holy Spirit completed the divine Autogenles son, together with Barbelo, that he may

attend the mighty and invisible, virginal Spiritthe divine Autogenes, the Christ whom he had
honored with a mighty voice. He came forth throtigi forethought. And the invisible, virginal Spirit
placed the divine Autogenes of truth over everyghfind he subjected to him every authority, and the
truth which is in him, that he may know the All whihad been called with a name exalted above every
name. For that name will be mentioned to those arkavorthy of it.

"For from the light, which is the Christ, and tmel@structibility, through the gift of the SpiriteaHour
lights (appeared) from the divine Autogenes. Heeeigd that they might attend him. And the three
(are) will, thought, and life. And the four powdese) understanding, grace, perception, and prwenc
And grace belongs to the light-aeon Armozel, whsctihe first angel. And there are three other aeons
with this aeon: grace, truth, and form. And theoseekclight (is) Oriel, who has been placed over the
second aeon. And there are three other aeons imithcbnception, perception, and memory. And the
third light is Daveithai, who has been placed dberthird aeon. And there are three other aeorts wit
him: understanding, love, and idea. And the foagbn was placed over the fourth light Eleleth. And
there are three other aeons with him: perfectieacp, and wisdom. These are the four lights which
attend the divine Autogenes, (and) these are telvénaeons which attend the son of the mighty one,
the Autogenes, the Christ, through the will andgtieof the invisible Spirit. And the twelve aeons
belong to the son of the Autogenes. And all thiwgse established by the will of the holy Spirit
through the Autogenes.

"And from the foreknowledge of the perfect mindgotigh the revelation of the will of the invisible
Spirit and the will of the Autogenes, <the> perfstan (appeared), the first revelation, and thehtrlit
is he whom the virginal Spirit called Pigera-Adaresd he placed him over the first aeon with the
mighty one, the Autogenes, the Christ, by the figtt Armozel; and with him are his powers. Aneé th
invisible one gave him a spiritual, invincible paw&nd he spoke and glorified and praised the
invisible Spirit, saying, 'lt is for thy sake thaterything has come into being and everything reilirn
to thee. | shall praise and glorify thee and th&o§anes and the aeons, the three: the Father, the



Mother, and the Son, the perfect power.'

"And he placed his son Seth over the second aetheipresence of the second light Oriel. And in the
third aeon the seed of Seth was placed over the ltght Daveithai. And the souls of the saints ver
placed (there). And in the fourth aeon the soulevptaced of those who do not know the Pleroma and
who did not repent at once, but who persisted fwhée and repented afterwards; they are by the
fourth light Eleleth. These are creatures whichitydhe invisible Spirit.

"And the Sophia of the Epinoia, being an aeon, emea a thought from herself and the conception of
the invisible Spirit and foreknowledge. She warttetring forth a likeness out of herself withoug th
consent of the Spirit, - he had not approved -\aitidout her consort, and without his consideration.
And though the person of her maleness had not apgr@and she had not found her agreement, and
she had thought without the consent of the Spmdt the knowledge of her agreement, (yet) she
brought forth. And because of the invincible powich is in her, her thought did not remain idleda
something came out of her which was imperfect afidrdnt from her appearance, because she had
created it without her consort. And it was dissanib the likeness of its mother, for it has anothe
form.

"And when she saw (the consequences of) her déstteanged into a form of a lion-faced serpent.
And its eyes were like lightning fires which flashe cast it away from her, outside that placd,rtba
one of the immortal ones might see it, for she ¢radted it in ignorance. And she surrounded it &ith
luminous cloud, and she placed a throne in the lmidtithe cloud that no one might see it except the
holy Spirit who is called the mother of the livifgad she called his name Yaltabaoth.

"This is the first archon who took a great powenirhis mother. And he removed himself from her and
moved away from the places in which he was bornbéteame strong and created for himself other
aeons with a flame of luminous fire which (stilRigts now. And he joined with his arrogance whigh i

in him and begot authorities for himself. The nashéhe first one is Athoth, whom the generationi$ ca
the reaper. The second one is Harmas, who is thefegnvy. The third one is Kalila-Oumbri. The
fourth one is Yabel. The fifth one is Adonaiou, whaalled Sabaoth. The sixth one is Cain, whom the
generations of men call the sun. The seventh is. Albe eighth is Abrisene. The ninth is Yobel. The
tenth is Armoupieel. The eleventh is Melceir-Adandihe twelfth is Belias, it is he who is over the
depth of Hades. And he placed seven kings - eatbsmonding to the firmaments of heaven - over the
seven heavens, and five over the depth of the athatsthey may reign. And he shared his fire with
them, but he did not send forth from the powerheflight which he had taken from his mother, for he
is ignorant darkness.

"And when the light had mixed with the darknessaised the darkness to shine. And when the
darkness had mixed with the light, it darkenedligig and it became neither light nor dark, but it
became dim.

"Now the archon who is weak has three names. Tserfame is Yaltabaoth, the second is Saklas, and
the third is Samael. And he is impious in his aaroge which is in him. For he said, 'l am God and
there is no other God beside me,’ for he is igrtavhhis strength, the place from which he had come

"And the archons created seven powers for themsedrel the powers created for themselves six
angels for each one until they became 365 angal$ these are the bodies belonging with the names:
the first is Athoth, a he has a sheep's face;ehersl is Eloaiou, he has a donkey's face; the third
Astaphaios, he has a hyena's face; the fourthdshahas a serpent's face with seven headsftnésfi
Sabaoth, he has a dragon's face; the sixth is Adbeihad a monkey's face; the seventh is Sabbede,
has a shining fire-face. This is the sevenneskeiveek.

"But Yaltabaoth had a multitude of faces, more ththiof them, so that he could put a face beforefal



them, according to his desire, when he is in theshof seraphs. He shared his fire with them;
therefore he became lord over them. Because gidiver of the glory he possessed of his mother's
light, he called himself God. And he did not obkg place from which he came. And he united the
seven powers in his thought with the authoritiesctviivere with him. And when he spoke it happened.
And he named each power beginning with the higltlestfirst is goodness with the first (authority),
Athoth; the second is foreknowledge with the secome, Eloaio; and the third is divinity with therth
one, Astraphaio); the fourth is lordship with tleeifth one, Yao; the fifth is kingdom with the fiftme,
Sabaoth; the sixth is envy with the sixth one, Aglonthe seventh is understanding with the seventh
one, Sabbateon. And these have a firmament comdsppto each aeon-heaven. They were given
names according to the glory which belongs to hedwethe destruction of the powers. And in the
names which were given to them by their Origingih@re was power. But the names which were given
them according to the glory which belongs to heawean for them destruction and powerlessness.
Thus they have two names.

"And having created [...] everything, he organiaedording to the model of the first aeons which had
come into being, so that he might create themthlkendestructible ones. Not because he had seen th
indestructible ones, but the power in him, whicthld taken from his mother, produced in him the
likeness of the cosmos. And when he saw the creatioch surrounds him, and the multitude of the
angels around him which had come forth from hims#iel to them, 'l am a jealous God, and there is
no other God beside me.' But by announcing thimtlieated to the angels who attended him that there
exists another God. For if there were no other ohethom would he be jealous?

"Then the mother began to move to and fro. Sherbe@vare of the deficiency when the brightness of
her light diminished. And she became dark becaasednsort had not agreed with her."

And | said, "Lord, what does it mean that she maweeaind fro?" But he smiled and said, "Do not think

it is, as Moses said, 'above the waters.' No, lngnishe had seen the wickedness which had happened,
and the theft which her son had committed, shentege And she was overcome by forgetfulness in

the darkness of ignorance and she began to be adhamd she did not dare to return, but she was
moving about. And the moving is the going to ardd fr

"And the arrogant one took a power from his motker. he was ignorant, thinking that there existed
no other except his mother alone. And when he kawrultitude of the angels which he had created,
then he exalted himself above them.

"And when the mother recognized that the garmeniaokness was imperfect, then she knew that her
consort had not agreed with her. She repentedmutth weeping. And the whole pleroma heard the
prayer of her repentance, and they praised ondtalbthe invisible, virginal Spirit. And he consed;
and when the invisible Spirit had consented, tHg Bpirit poured over her from their whole pleroma.
For it was not her consort who came to her, butaree to her through the pleroma in order that he
might correct her deficiency. And she was takemaofpto her own aeon but above her son, that she
might be in the ninth until she has corrected fediceency.

"And a voice came forth from the exalted aeon-healiéhe Man exists and the son of Man.' And the
chief archon, Yaltabaoth, heard (it) and thought the voice had come from his mother. And he did
not know from where it came. And he taught thera,hbly and perfect Mother-Father, the complete
foreknowledge, the image of the invisible one whithe Father of the all (and) through whom
everything came into being, the first Man. For éesaled his likeness in a human form.

"And the whole aeon of the chief archon trembleud] e foundations of the abyss shook. And of the
waters which are above matter, the underside \wamiitated by the appearance of his image which
had been revealed. And when all the authoritiestb@ahief archon looked, they saw the whole region
of the underside which was illuminated. And throtigé light they saw the form of the image in the



water.

"And he said to the authorities which attend hitgrhe, let us create a man according to the image of
God and according to our likeness, that his imagg become a light for us.' And they created by
means of their respective powers in correspondetitbethe characteristics which were given. And
each authority supplied a characteristic in thenfof the image which he had seen in its naturah(jo
He created a being according to the likeness ofittsie perfect Man. And they said, 'Let us calhhi
Adam, that his name may become a power of lighto'r

"And the powers began: the first one, goodnesstedea bone-soul; and the second, foreknowledge,
created a sinew-soul; the third, divinity, creadeitesh-soul; and the fourth, the lordship, created
marrow-soul; the fifth, kingdom created a bloodisthe sixth, envy, created a skin-soul; the sdvent
understanding, created a hair-soul. And the mditof the angels attended him and they received fro
the powers the seven substances of the naturat)iarorder to create the proportions of the lirabs
the proportion of the rump and the proper workiogether of each of the parts.

"The first one began to create the head. EterahAtypon created his head; Meniggesstroeth created
the brain; Asterechme (created) the right eye; pbiacha, the left eye; Yeronumos, the right ear;
Bissoum, the left ear; Akioreim, the nose; Banetmigpm, the lips; Amen, the teeth; Ibikan, the
molars; Basiliademe, the tonsils; Achcha, the uvAitiaban, the neck; Chaaman, the vertebrae;
Dearcho, the throat; Tebar, the right shouldet; fhe left shoulder; Mniarcon, the right elbow;]|

the left elbow; Abitrion, the right underarm; Eviaen, the left underarm; Krys, the right hand; Belua
the left hand; Treneu, the fingers of the rightdvaBalbel, the fingers of the left hand; Krimane th
nails of the hands; Astrops, the right breast; &anr the left breast; Baoum, the right shouldettjoi
Ararim, the left shoulder joint; Areche, the belBhthave, the navel; Senaphim, the abdomen,;
Arachethopi, the right ribs; Zabedo, the left riBsrias, the right hip; Phnouth the left hip;
Abenlenarchei, the marrow; Chnoumeninorin, the Bpfesole, the stomach; Agromauna, the heart;
Bano, the lungs; Sostrapal, the liver; Anesimalta,spleen; Thopithro, the intestines; Biblo, the
kidneys; Roeror, the sinews; Taphreo, the spirt@body; Ipouspoboba, the veins; Bineborin, the
arteries; Atoimenpsephei, theirs are the breathshndre in all the limbs; Entholleia, all the flesh
Bedouk, the right buttock (?); Arabeei, the lefhige Eilo, the testicles; Sorma, the genitals; Garm
Kaiochlabar, the right thigh; Nebrith, the leftghi Pserem, the kidneys of the right leg; Asaklas,

left kidney; Ormaoth, the right leg; Emenun, thie leg; Knyx, the right shin-bone; Tupelon, thetlef
shin-bone; Achiel, the right knee; Phnene, theleéte; Phiouthrom, the right foot; Boabel, its toes
Trachoun, the left foot; Phikna, its toes; Mianthg nails of the feet; Labernioum - .

"And those who were appointed over all of these Aaghoth, Armas, Kalila, Jabel, (Sabaoth, Cain,
Abel). And those who are particularly active in timebs (are) the head Diolimodraza, the neck
Yammeayx, the right shoulder Yakouib, the left sdeuMerton, the right hand Oudidi, the left one
Arbao, the fingers of the right hand Lampno, timgérs of the left hand Leekaphar, the right breast
Barbar, the left breast Imae, the chest Pisandsaphe right shoulder joint Koade, the left sheuld
joint Odeor, the right ribs Asphixix, the left rilg&/nogchouta, the belly Arouph, the womb Sabal®, th
right thigh Charcharb, the left thigh Chthaon,th# genitals Bathinoth, the right leg Choux, tHe kg
Charcha, the right shin-bone Aroer, the left shimdo Toechtha, the right knee Aol, the left knee
Charaner, the right foot Bastan, its toes Archdritex; the left foot Marephnounth, its toes Abrana.

"Seven have power over all of these: Michael, QuAiemenedas, Saphasatoel, Aarmouriam, Richram,
Amiorps. And the ones who are in charge over tnse (are) Archendekta; and he who is in charge
over the receptions (is) Deitharbathas; and he iwihocharge over the imagination (is) Oummaa; and
he who is over the composition Aachiaram, and he islover the whole impulse Riaramnacho.

"And the origin of the demons which are in the vehbbdy is determined to be four: heat, cold,



wetness, and dryness. And the mother of all of tteematter. And he who reigns over the heat (is)
Phloxopha; and he who reigns over the cold is Qoboos; and he who reigns over what is dry (is)
Erimacho; and he who reigns over the wetness (is)rd. And the mother of all of these,
Onorthochrasaei, stands in their midst, since sliemitable, and she mixes with all of them. Aslde
is truly matter, for they are nourished by her.

"The four chief demons are: Ephememphi, who beldogdeasure, Yoko, who belongs to desire,
Nenentophni, who belongs to grief, Blaomen, wh@bgs to fear. And the mother of them all is
Aesthesis-Ouch-Epi-Ptoe. And from the four demaasspns came forth. And from grief (came) envy,
jealousy, distress, trouble, pain, callousnessigay)xmourning, etc. And from pleasure much
wickedness arises, and empty pride, and similagtiAnd from desire (comes) anger, wrath, and
bitterness, and bitter passion, and unsatednedsimilar things. And from fear (comes) dread,
fawning, agony, and shame. All of these are likefulshings as well as evil things. But the insigitb
their true (character) is Anaro, who is the heathefmaterial soul, for it belongs with the sevenses,
Ouch-Epi-Ptoe.

"This is the number of the angels: together they3®5. They all worked on it until, limb for limthe
natural and the material body was completed by tidow there are other ones in charge over the
remaining passions whom | did not mention to yout iByou wish to know them, it is written in the
book of Zoroaster. And all the angels and demongegbuntil they had constructed the natural body.
And their product was completely inactive and muléss for a long time.

"And when the mother wanted to retrieve the poweictvshe had given to the chief archon, she
petitioned the Mother-Father of the All, who is mogerciful. He sent, by means of the holy decree, t
five lights down upon the place of the angels efc¢hief archon. They advised him that they should
bring forth the power of the mother. And they daicvaltabaoth, 'Blow into his face something of you
spirit and his body will arise." And he blew intis face the spirit which is the power of his mothesx
did not know (this), for he exists in ignorance d&he power of the mother went out of Yaltabaotb in
the natural body, which they had fashioned afteritiiage of the one who exists from the beginning.
The body moved and gained strength, and it wasnaos.

"And in that moment the rest of the powers becaajs, because he had come into being through all
of them and they had given their power to the maad, his intelligence was greater than that of those
who had made him, and greater than that of the ehddon. And when they recognized that he was
luminous, and that he could think better than thaeg that he was free from wickedness, they took hi
and threw him into the lowest region of all matter.

"But the blessed One, the Mother-Father, the beaefiand merciful One, had mercy on the power of
the mother which had been brought forth out ofdhief archon, for they (the archons) might gain
power over the natural and perceptible body. Anddmg, through his beneficent Spirit and his great
mercy, a helper to Adam, luminous Epinoia which esraut of him, who is called Life. And she assists
the whole creature, by toiling with him and by cestg him to his fullness and by teaching him about
the descent of his seed (and) by teaching him abeuvay of ascent, (which is) the way he came
down. And the luminous Epinoia was hidden in Adamgrder that the archons might not know her,
but that the Epinoia might be a correction of te&alency of the mother.

"And the man came forth because of the shadowedlight which is in him. And his thinking was
superior to all those who had made him. When thekdd up, they saw that his thinking was superior.
And they took counsel with the whole array of arthand angels. They took fire and earth and water
and mixed them together with the four fiery windlad they wrought them together and caused a great
disturbance. And they brought him (Adam) into thadow of death, in order that they might form

(him) again from earth and water and fire and fhigtsvhich originates in matter, which is the



ignorance of darkness and desire, and their cderttepirit. This is the tomb of the newly-formed
body with which the robbers had clothed the maaibnd of forgetfulness; and he became a mortal
man. This is the first one who came down, and itise deparation. But the Epinoia of the light which
was in him, she is the one who was to awaken mgitig.

"And the archons took him and placed him in pamadind they said to him, 'Eat, that is at leisuae,’
their luxury is bitter and their beauty is deprav&dd their luxury is deception and their trees are
godlessness and their fruit is deadly poison aait fromise is death. And the tree of their lifeyth
had placed in the midst of paradise.

"And | shall teach you (pl.) what is the mysterytloéir life, which is the plan which they made
together, which is the likeness of their spiriteTioot of this (tree) is bitter and its branchesdegath,
its shadow is hate and deception is in its leaaed,its blossom is the ointment of evil, and itstfis
death and desire is its seed, and it sprouts knédas. The dwelling place of those who taste friois i
Hades, and the darkness is their place of rest.

"But what they call the tree of knowledge of goodl &vil, which is the Epinoia of the light, they
stayed in front of it in order that he (Adam) migiut look up to his fullness and recognize the
nakedness of his shamefulness. But it was | whadirbabout that they ate.”

And to | said to the savior, "Lord, was it not gerpent that taught Adam to eat?" The savior smiled
and said, "The serpent taught them to eat fromedokss of begetting, lust, (and) destruction, ibat
(Adam) might be useful to him. And he (Adam) kndwatthe was disobedient to him (the chief archon)
due to light of the Epinoia which is in him, whiglade him more correct in his thinking than the thie
archon. And (the latter) wanted to bring aboutgbeer which he himself had given him. And he
brought a forgetfulness over Adam."

And | said to the savior, "What is the forgetfuls®sAnd he said "It is not the way Moses wrote jand
you heard. For he said in his first book, 'He gut to sleep’ (Gn 2:21), but (it was) in his peroapt
For also he said through the prophet, 'l will mtiar hearts heavy, that they may not pay attention
and may not see' (Is 6:10).

"Then the Epinoia of the light hid herself in hiskd@am). And the chief archon wanted to bring her out
of his rib. But the Epinoia of the light cannotdmasped. Although darkness pursued her, it did not
catch her. And he brought a part of his power éinim. And he made another creature, in the form of
a woman, according to the likeness of the Epindi@ivhad appeared to him. And he brought the part
which he had taken from the power of the man iheofemale creature, and not as Moses said, 'his rib
bone.'

"And he (Adam) saw the woman beside him. And irt thament the luminous Epinoia appeared, and
she lifted the veil which lay over his mind. And Irecame sober from the drunkenness of darkness.
And he recognized his counter-image, and he Séhit Is indeed bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh.' Therefore the man will leave his father &rsimother, and he will cleave to his wife, aneyth
will both be one flesh. For they will send him h@nsort, and he will leave his father and his mothe
(3 lines unreadable)

"And our sister Sophia (is) she who came down moaence in order to rectify her deficiency.
Therefore she was called Life, which is the motifehe living, by the foreknowledge of the
sovereignty of heaven. And through her they hasteththe perfect Knowledge. | appeared in the form
of an eagle on the tree of knowledge, which isBpmoia from the foreknowledge of the pure light,
that | might teach them and awaken them out oti#ygh of sleep. For they were both in a fallenestat
and they recognized their nakedness. The Epingeaapd to them as a light; she awakened their
thinking.



"And when Yaltabaoth noticed that they withdrewnfirbim, he cursed his earth. He found the woman
as she was preparing herself for her husband. lddaxe over her, though he did not know the

mystery which had come to pass through the holye#e@nd they were afraid to blame him. And he
showed his angels his ignorance which is in hind Aa cast them out of paradise and he clothed them
in gloomy darkness. And the chief archon saw tigirviwho stood by Adam, and that the luminous
Epinoia of life had appeared in her. And Yaltabawe#s full of ignorance. And when the foreknowledge
of the All noticed (it), she sent some and theytamed life out of Eve.

"And the chief archon seduced her and he begatiirivio sons; the first and the second (are) Eloim
and Yave. Eloim has a bear-face and Yave has facat-The one is righteous but the other is
unrighteous. (Yave is righteous but Eloim is untggitus.) Yave he set over the fire and the wind, and
Eloim he set over the water and the earth. Andetivescalled with the names Cain and Abel with a
view to deceive.

"Now up to the present day, sexual intercourseicoatl due to the chief archon. And he planted
sexual desire in her who belongs to Adam. And leelpeed through intercourse the copies of the
bodies, and he inspired them with his counterfatits

"And the two archons he set over principalitiesthad they might rule over the tomb. And when Adam
recognized the likeness of his own foreknowledgehégot the likeness of the son of man. He called
him Seth, according to the way of the race in #@na. Likewise, the mother also sent down hertspiri
which is in her likeness and a copy of those wigoiathe pleroma, for she will prepare a dwelling
place for the aeons which will come down. And helenthem drink water of forgetfulness, from the
chief archon, in order that they might not knownfravhere they came. Thus, the seed remained for a
while assisting (him), in order that, when the Bgiomes forth from the holy aeons, he may raise up
and heal him from the deficiency, that the wholerpina may (again) become holy and faultless."

And | said to the savior, "Lord, will all the soulsen be brought safely into the pure light?" He
answered and said to me, "Great things have ansgvur mind, for it is difficult to explain thenot
others except to those who are from the immovadae.rThose on whom the Spirit of life will descend
and (with whom) he will be with the power, they Mik saved and become perfect and be worthy of
the greatness and be purified in that place frdiwiakedness and the involvements in evil. Therythe
have no other care than the incorruption alongjitich they direct their attention from here on,
without anger or envy or jealousy or desire aneégref anything. They are not affected by anything
except the state of being in the flesh alone, wthely bear while looking expectantly for the time
when they will be met by the receivers (of the Bo@uch then are worthy of the imperishable, eterna
life and the calling. For they endure everything &ear up under everything, that they may finigh th
good fight and inherit eternal life."

| said to him, "Lord, the souls of those who did do these works (but) on whom the power and Spirit
descended, (will they be rejected?" He answeredsarttto me, "If) the Spirit (descended upon them),
they will in any case be saved, and they will cleaffgr the better). For the power will descend on
every man, for without it no one can stand. Anératitey are born, then, when the Spirit of life
increases and the power comes and strengthensotllaho one can lead it astray with works of evil.
But those on whom the counterfeit spirit descemdsdleawn by him and they go astray."

And | said, "Lord, where will the souls of thesewgben they have come out of their flesh?" And he
smiled and said to me, "The soul in which the powdrbecome stronger than the counterfeit spisit,
strong and it flees from evil and, through the mmémtion of the incorruptible one, it is saved, #@nd
taken up to the rest of the aeons.”

And | said, "Lord, those, however, who have notwndo whom they belong, where will their souls
be?" And he said to me, "In those, the despicgtité as gained strength when they went astrag An



he burdens the soul and draws it to the works bf @vd he casts it down into forgetfulness. Anetaf
it comes out of (the body), it is handed over ® dlthorities, who came into being through the@mnch
and they bind it with chains and cast it into pmisand consort with it until it is liberated fromet
forgetfulness and acquires knowledge. And if thimecomes perfect, it is saved.”

And | said, "Lord, how can the soul become smalied return into the nature of its mother or into
man?" Then he rejoiced when | asked him this, angaid to me, "Truly, you are blessed, for you have
understood! That soul is made to follow another @em.), since the Spirit of life is in it. It i;sed
through him. It is not again cast into anothertflés

And | said, "Lord, these also who did not know, bave turned away, where will their souls go?" Then
he said to me, "To that place where the angel®wéipy go they will be taken, the place where there
no repentance. And they will be kept for the daywtch those who have blasphemed the spirit will be
tortured, and they will be punished with eternatispment.”

And | said, "Lord, from where did the counterfeirg come?" Then he said to me, "The Mother-
Father, who is rich in mercy, the holy Spirit ineey way, the One who is merciful and who
sympathizes with you (pl.), i.e., the Epinoia o# foreknowledge of light, he raised up the offsgrir
the perfect race and its thinking and the eteiigat bf man. When the chief archon realized thayth
were exalted above him in the height - and thegass him in thinking - then he wanted to seizerthei
thought, not knowing that they surpassed him inkimig, and that he will not be able to seize them.

"He made a plan with his authorities, which aregawers, and they committed together adultery with
Sophia, and bitter fate was begotten through thvemch is the last of the changeable bonds. Ansgl it i
of a sort that is interchangeable. And it is haated stronger than she with whom the gods unitedl, a
the angels and the demons and all the generatiaiighis day. For from that fate came forth eveny

and injustice and blasphemy, and the chain of thrlyeess and ignorance and every severe command,
and serious sins and great fears. And thus theendrehtion was made blind, in order that they may
not know God, who is above all of them. And becaafdbe chain of forgetfulness, their sins were
hidden. For they are bound with measures and tandsmoments, since it (fate) is lord over
everything.

"And he (the chief archon) repented for everythirigch had come into being through him. This time
he planned to bring a flood upon the work of maut tBe greatness of the light of the foreknowledge
informed Noah, and he proclaimed (it) to all thispfing which are the sons of men. But those who
were strangers to him did not listen to him. lhat as Moses said, 'They hid themselves in an@rk’
7:7), but they hid themselves in a place, not &dwh, but also many other people from the
immovable race. They went into a place and hid gedwes in a luminous cloud. And he (Noah)
recognized his authority, and she who belongsedigjint was with him, having shone on them because
he (the chief archon) had brought darkness upowhkwote earth.

"And he made a plan with his powers. He sent hgento the daughters of men, that they might take
some of them for themselves and raise offspringteir enjoyment. And at first they did not succeed
When they had no success, they gathered togethar agd they made a plan together. They created a
counterfeit spirit, who resembles the Spirit whad kd@scended, so as to pollute the souls through it.
And the angels changed themselves in their likemtgsghe likeness of their mates (the daughters of
men), filling them with the spirit of darkness, whithey had mixed for them, and with evil. They
brought gold and silver and a gift and copper aod and metal and all kinds of things. And they
steered the people who had followed them into greables, by leading them astray with many
deceptions. They (the people) became old withouhigaenjoyment. They died, not having found truth
and without knowing the God of truth. And thus titeole creation became enslaved forever, from the
foundation of the world until now. And they took men and begot children out of the darkness



according to the likeness of their spirit. And tlodgsed their hearts, and they hardened themselves
through the hardness of the counterfeit spiritlumdw.

"l, therefore, the perfect Pronoia of the all, apeeh myself into my seed, for | existed first, goory
every road. For | am the richness of the lightnlthe remembrance of the pleroma.

"And | went into the realm of darkness and | endui# | entered the middle of the prison. And the
foundations of chaos shook. And | hid myself frdrarh because of their wickedness, and they did not
recognize me.

"Again | returned for the second time, and | wdmbt. | came forth from those who belong to the
light, which is I, the remembrance of the Pronbintered into the midst of darkness and the insfde
Hades, since | was seeking (to accomplish) my #as#.the foundations of chaos shook, that they
might fall down upon those who are in chaos andhtigstroy them. And again | ran up to my root of
light, lest they be destroyed before the time.

"Still for a third time | went - | am the light wti exists in the light, | am the remembrance of the
Pronoia - that | might enter into the midst of deeks and the inside of Hades. And I filled my face
with the light of the completion of their aeon. Ahdntered into the midst of their prison, whictihe
prison of the body. And | said, 'He who hearshlet get up from the deep sleep.’ And he wept and
shed tears. Bitter tears he wiped from himselflamdaid, 'Who is it that calls my name, and from
where has this hope come to me, while | am in Hans of the prison?' And | said, 'l am the Pronoia
of the pure light; | am the thinking of the virglrpirit, who raised you up to the honored placesé
and remember that it is you who hearkened, andviojlour root, which is I, the merciful one, and
guard yourself against the angels of poverty aeditmons of chaos and all those who ensnare you,
and beware of the deep sleep and the enclosuhe afiside of Hades.

"And | raised him up, and sealed him in the lighthee water with five seals, in order that deatligimbi
not have power over him from this time on.

"And behold, now I shall go up to the perfect addmave completed everything for you in your
hearing. And | have said everything to you that gaght write them down and give them secretly to
your fellow spirits, for this is the mystery of temovable race."

And the savior presented these things to him teahight write them down and keep them secure. And
he said to him, "Cursed be everyone who will exgeatiese things for a gift or for food or for drink

or for clothing or for any other such thing." Arftese things were presented to him in a mystery, and
immediately he disappeared from him. And he weittisdellow disciples and related to them what the
savior had told him.

Jesus Christ, Amen.
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