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Introduction
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Poised between fidelity to ancestral tradition and the
necessity of explaining that tradition to imperial observers,
The Antiquities of the Jews presents Flavius Josephus’s
expansive effort to recount Israel’s origins, laws, and
leaders in a voice designed to secure respect without
forfeiting distinctiveness, transforming sacred history into a
narrative readable within Greco-Roman horizons while
resisting the erasures that such translation can invite, so
that the past appears both venerable and intelligible,
persuasive to outsiders yet sustaining to insiders, and
therefore able to endure within an empire that had recently
tested, conquered, and misunderstood the very people
whose story the author sets out to tell.

Composed in Greek at Rome in the late first century CE,
likely around 93-94, Josephus’s Antiquities belongs to the
tradition of ancient historiography and ethnography,
arranged in twenty books that move from primordial
beginnings through the centuries of Israelite and Judean
experience. The author, a Judean priest and historian writing
under the Flavian dynasty, situates his community’s past
within the literary expectations of educated Roman
audiences. Without abandoning scriptural sources, he
adopts the organizing habits of Hellenistic historians,
offering chronology, speeches, character portraits, and
interpretive asides. The result is a work at once archival and
rhetorical, committed to instruction as much as to record.



Readers encounter a sweeping premise: the story of a
people from creation and patriarchs to the complex politics
of the Second Temple era, carried forward to the eve of the
first-century upheavals. Much of the journey unfolds as
crafted paraphrase and elaboration of biblical narratives,
interwoven with explanations of laws and institutions, along
with condensed accounts of later rulers and struggles.
Josephus’s voice is measured, dignified, and often didactic;
his style favors clarity, amplification, and carefully framed
moral judgments. The tone remains urbane rather than
devotional, inviting engagement from those versed in
classical history while remaining legible to those
approaching through biblical interest.

Central to the project is cultural mediation. Josephus
interprets Jewish law, worship, and civic order in terms that
a Greco-Roman reader could recognize as rational, ancient,
and worthy. He counters caricatures by highlighting the
antiquity of the constitution, the discipline of its laws, and
the virtues cultivated by its teachings. He also situates
famous figures within a framework of causation and
character familiar to classical historiography, emphasizing
how piety, prudence, and failure shape events. Without
announcing polemics at every turn, the narrative frequently
corrects misapprehensions and places customs in their
proper light, seeking fairness in an environment where
misunderstanding had political consequences.

Themes crystallize around identity under empire, the
relation of divine providence to human choice, the testing of
leadership, and the hazards of ambition. Law emerges as a
form of wisdom shaping communal resilience; memory



becomes a resource and a responsibility. Josephus explores
the tension between charismatic power and lawful order,
the blessings and threats of cultural prestige, and the
fragility of institutions when virtue decays. In presenting
cycles of obedience and error, he neither abandons moral
evaluation nor reduces history to moralism, instead using
narrative to probe how communities sustain distinctiveness,
transmit teaching, and negotiate authority amid pressures
that prize conformity over covenant.

For contemporary readers, the book remains
indispensable. It preserves information about Second
Temple Judaism unavailable elsewhere, offers a narrative
bridge between biblical literature and the complex world of
Herodian and Roman rule, and illuminates practices and
ideas that shaped later Jewish and Christian histories. It also
exposes the craft of antiquity’s historians: the selectivity of
sources, the demands of audience, and the ethical stakes of
representation. As a sustained exercise in explaining a
minority tradition to a dominant culture, Antiquities invites
reflection on translation, apology, and identity, issues that
resonate in plural societies where communities must speak
across difference without effacing themselves.

Approached with attention to its aims and methods,
Antiquities rewards patient reading. Its long arc, careful
transitions, and digressions are designed to teach as much
as to recount, encouraging readers to consider why stories
are told as they are and what virtues they enjoin. Modern
audiences may follow the broad contours while attending to
Josephus’s choices of emphasis and explanation,
recognizing how he adapts inherited texts to historiographic



conventions. Read alongside other ancient histories or with
awareness of scriptural backgrounds, the work offers not
simply a catalogue of events but a considered argument
about the dignity of a people and the endurance of their law.
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Flavius Josephus’s The Antiquities of the Jews is a twenty-
book history, completed in the 90s CE in Rome and written
in Greek for a Greco-Roman audience. Composed after his
account of the recent Judean revolt, it presents the
antiquity, laws, and historical experiences of the Jewish
people from their beginnings to the threshold of that war.
Shaped by Roman historiographic conventions and intended
to clarify Jewish tradition for outsiders, the work follows the
sequence of the Hebrew Scriptures and then extends into
later times. It complements his earlier narrative of the war
by supplying a long prehistory and a broad cultural context
for Judea’s place within imperial affairs.

Josephus opens with the primeval past and the ancestry
of the human race, moving swiftly from creation to the
genealogies that anchor his chronology. He retells the
stories of the patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—with
explanations of customs, places, and motives to guide non-
Jewish readers. The migration to Canaan, the dynamics of
family alliances, and the descent into Egypt are presented
as formative episodes of identity. Joseph's rise in Egypt,
interpreted as providential and prudent, prepares the scene
for the later enslavement and deliverance. Throughout,
Josephus highlights exemplary virtues and the long memory
of promises that organize |Israel’'s earliest self-
understanding.



The narrative turns to the emergence of Moses, the
oppression in Egypt, and the deliverance of the people.
Josephus recounts Moses’ upbringing, leadership, and the
passage out of Egypt, then dwells at length on the Sinai
covenant. He presents the law as a comprehensive
constitution, explaining its institutions, sacrifices, festivals,
and social aims. The building of the tabernacle, the
consecration of the priesthood, and the organization of the
tribes are set out to demonstrate order and coherence. The
wilderness years are narrated as a proving ground in which
obedience, governance, and communal discipline are
refined before the entry into the land promised to the
patriarchs.

With Joshua, Josephus describes the entry into Canaan,
the distribution of territory, and the establishment of a
national foothold. He then recounts the cyclical era of the
judges, where local deliverers arise amid recurrent crises, as
a lesson in the perils of fragmentation and the need for
stable leadership. The request for a king introduces
Samuel’s role and the rise of Saul, whose troubled reign sets
the stage for David’s consolidation of power. David’s
capture of Jerusalem, organization of worship, and
administrative reforms show the emergence of central
institutions that combine civic authority with religious
responsibility.

Solomon’s reign brings temple construction,
administrative sophistication, and international connections,
but also tensions that foreshadow division. Josephus
narrates how the kingdom fractures into Israel and Judah,
tracking rival courts, border conflicts, and shifting alliances.



Prophetic figures appear as voices of admonition, reminding
rulers of covenantal obligations. Assyrian expansion
reshapes the geopolitical field and culminates in the fall of
the northern kingdom, while Judah oscillates between
reform and relapse. The story interweaves royal chronicles
with prophetic interventions to illustrate how policy, piety,
and power intersect, setting the stage for the Babylonian
challenge that will transform the nation’s fortunes.

Babylonian ascendancy leads to siege, exile, and the
destruction of the temple, events Josephus frames within
both political calculation and moral causation. He follows
the community into displacement, noting leadership and
adaptation in foreign lands. The shift to Persian rule brings a
reversal: Cyrus authorizes return and rebuilding. Josephus
details the restoration of the temple under Zerubbabel and
Jeshua, and later reforms under Ezra and Nehemiah,
emphasizing covenant renewal, boundary maintenance, and
urban reconstruction. The restored community’s institutions
take shape within imperial structures, with priests, scribes,
and lay leaders coordinating worship and governance as the
Second Temple era begins.

After Alexander’s conquests, Judea experiences changing
overlords, alternating between Ptolemaic and Seleucid
spheres. Josephus outlines the pressures placed on
ancestral customs under certain Seleucid rulers and the
ensuing revolt led by the Maccabean family. He narrates the
rededication of the temple and the consolidation of
Hasmonean rule, where high priesthood and political
sovereignty intersect. Expansion, diplomacy, and internal
debates mark this period, as Josephus follows successions,



alliances, and conflicts with attention to sources from the
era. The result is a portrait of an independent state
grappling with legitimacy, foreign entanglements, and the
balance between religious authority and royal ambition.

Roman involvement intensifies after internecine strife
weakens local power. Pompey intervenes, and Judea
becomes entangled in Roman administrative arrangements.
Josephus traces the rise of Herod the Great, a client king
who undertakes extensive building projects, fortifications,
and a grand renovation of the temple, while navigating
volatile court politics and succession questions. After Herod,
territorial divisions and later direct Roman governance
reshape local institutions. Josephus introduces religious and
social groups, chronicles governors and their policies, and
situates Judea’s tensions within wider imperial dynamics.
The account moves toward the threshold of revolt, which he
reserves for his separate war history, maintaining focus here
on antecedents and patterns.

Across the work, Josephus writes as a mediator between
cultures, paraphrasing scripture, engaging earlier historians
where relevant, and clarifying practices for readers
unfamiliar with Jewish law. He stresses chronology,
institutional development, and cause-and-effect, often
correlating collective fortunes with leadership and
adherence to the law. Antiquities has become a foundational
source for understanding Second Temple Judaism, the
evolution of its governance, and its interactions with
successive empires. Its enduring significance lies in
presenting Jewish antiquity as orderly and intelligible within
a cosmopolitan frame, inviting reflection on how tradition,



law, and political prudence shape a people’s history without
foreclosing debates over specific episodes.
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Flavius Josephus, born in Jerusalem around 37 CE to a
priestly family with Hasmonean ties, was educated in the
traditions of the Pharisees. He traveled to Rome in Nero’s
reign, then returned to Judea and served as a commander in
the Galilee during the Jewish-Roman War (66-73 CE).
Captured in 67, he secured clemency from Vespasian, later
taking the imperial family name Flavius and settling in Rome
as a client-scholar. There he composed histories in Greek.
Antiquities of the Jews, completed in 93/94 CE and
dedicated to Epaphroditus, narrates Jewish history and law
from origins to the eve of the revolt.

The book’s deep background is the Hellenistic
transformation of the Near East after Alexander’'s conquests
(late fourth century BCE). Judea passed between Ptolemaic
and Seleucid control until Antiochus IV Epiphanes imposed
bans on Jewish rites in 167 BCE. The Maccabean revolt
restored Temple worship and led to the Hasmonean dynasty,
which combined high priesthood and kingship and expanded
Judean rule. Urbanization, military reforms, and contacts
with Greek norms reshaped society. Josephus treats this era
as the crucible of institutions and conflicts that defined later
politics, tracing how religious fidelity, state formation, and
Hellenistic governance intersected in Jewish history.

Rome entered decisively in 63 BCE, when Pompey
intervened in a Hasmonean succession dispute and took
Jerusalem. Hyrcanus Il remained high priest, while Antipater



and his son Herod rose as Roman-aligned power brokers.
The Senate named Herod king in 40 BCE; with Roman
support he secured the throne in 37 BCE. Herod’s reign
featured massive building—Caesarea Maritima, fortresses,
and an expanded Jerusalem Temple—within a framework of
Augustan client monarchy. After his death in 4 BCE, his
realm was partitioned among his sons. Archelaus’s misrule
led to annexation of Judea in 6 CE and the installation of
Roman prefects, including Pontius Pilate.

Central institutions framed daily life: the Jerusalem
Temple with its sacrificial cult, priestly courses, and
festivals; learned scribes and a governing council in the city;
and local synagogues across Judea and the diaspora.
Josephus describes three principal sects—Pharisees,
Sadducees, and Essenes—and a Fourth Philosophy
associated with Judas the Galilean, which opposed Roman
taxation and authority. Greek served as a lingua franca of
administration and culture, while scriptures were known in
Hebrew and in Greek translation. This environment shaped
debates about law, purity, and authority that Josephus
explains for his audience to interpret Jewish society on its
own terms.

Early imperial rule brought administrative innovations
and unrest. The census of Quirinius in 6 CE reorganized
taxation and provoked resistance, while later prefects and
procurators faced recurring protests over images, finances,
and public order. Josephus records popular prophets and
sighn-movements, Herodian city-building such as Antipas’s
Tiberias, and shifting high-priestly appointments under
Roman oversight. The later books of Antiquities follow these



developments through the careers of Herodian princes and
Roman governors, treating legal disputes, court intrigues,
and communal conflicts. They supply political and religious
context for Judea on the brink of war without narrating the
war that Josephus had already chronicled elsewhere.

Antiquities, in twenty books, was completed under
Domitian. Composed in Greek, it retells biblical history and
post-biblical events down to 66 CE, employing Hellenistic
historiographic conventions like chronological ordering,
speeches, and ethnographic explanation. Josephus states
that he drew on the sacred writings, translations, and
archival or royal records available to him. He expounds
Mosaic law as a constitution (politeia), characterizing
Israel’s polity as a theocracy (theokratia) governed by divine
law. Addressed to educated Greco-Roman readers and
dedicated to Epaphroditus, the work complements The
Jewish War by supplying deep origins, institutions, and legal
rationale behind the people Rome had subdued.

The Flavian dynasty’s rule shaped Josephus’s audience
and constraints. Vespasian and Titus celebrated their victory
with a triumph in 71 CE; monuments such as the Arch of
Titus and the Temple of Peace displayed spoils from
Jerusalem. The fiscus Judaicus taxed Jews across the empire.
Roman literati debated the character of foreign peoples, and
polemics against Jews circulated from earlier authors into
the first century. As a Flavian client, Josephus wrote amid
expectations of loyalty and gratitude. Antiquities therefore
underscores Jewish antiquity, lawfulness, and civic virtue,
aligning with imperial ideals of order while rebutting hostile
stereotypes about Jewish customs and history.



Antiquities reflects its era by translating Jewish memory
into the idiom of Greco-Roman history. It defends
monotheism and ancestral law as rational and venerable,
counters allegations of misanthropy or novelty, and judges
rulers and movements by moral and constitutional
standards familiar to educated readers. Josephus rebukes
revolutionary ideologies that he believed precipitated
calamity, while commemorating priests, sages, and
institutions shattered in 70 CE. The result is simultaneously
apologetic and instructive: a bridge between communities
after the Temple’s destruction and a critique of extremism,
offering Rome a comprehensible past and Jews a recorded
continuity in a newly diasporic age.
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Flavius Josephus (c. 37-early 2nd century CE) was a Jewish
historian, priest, and eyewitness to the First Jewish-Roman
War. Born in Jerusalem as Yosef ben Matityahu, he later took
the Roman family name Flavius after entering the patronage
of the Flavian emperors. Writing mainly in Greek from Rome,
he produced narratives that have become the principal
literary sources for the late Second Temple period. His best-
known works are The Jewish War, Jewish Antiquities, Life,
and Against Apion. Through these, Josephus aimed to
explain Judaism and the catastrophic revolt to the wider
Greco-Roman world, preserving invaluable testimony about
Judea, its leaders, and Rome’s expansion.

Josephus presented himself as descended from a priestly
line and educated in Jewish law from an early age. In youth
he examined the leading sects of his time—Pharisees,
Sadducees, and Essenes—and spent a period with a desert
ascetic named Bannus before identifying with the Pharisees.
Around the mid-60s CE he traveled to Rome on behalf of
imprisoned priests, an experience that acquainted him with
imperial circles and Greco-Roman intellectual culture. While
rooted in Scripture and Jewish tradition, his later prose
adopts conventions of Hellenistic historiography, aiming at a
cultivated audience. He first issued an account of the war in
his native tongue—commonly understood as Aramaic—and
then prepared a Greek version.



The outbreak of revolt in 66 CE drew Josephus into public
leadership. The revolutionary government in Jerusalem
dispatched him to Galilee, where he organized defenses and
navigated factional rivalries. In 67 CE the Roman general
Vespasian besieged Jotapata; Josephus was captured after
the city fell. He later reported that he foretold Vespasian’s
rise to the imperial throne, a claim tied to his survival. When
Vespasian became emperor in 69 CE, Josephus obtained his
freedom, adopted the Flavian name, and accompanied
Roman forces. During Titus's campaign he served as
intermediary and observer at the siege of Jerusalem in 70
CE, witnessing the Temple’s destruction.

Composed under Flavian patronage in the 70s CE, The
Jewish War narrates the origins, course, and consequences
of the revolt in seven books. Claiming eyewitness status,
Josephus traces events from the Hasmonean era to the fall
of Jerusalem and the concluding operations. He seeks to
explain the causes of the conflict, criticizing extremist
factions and emphasizing strategic and moral failures
among the rebels. The work also presents Roman
commanders as effective and, at times, restrained. Josephus
states that an earlier account was issued in his native
tongue for eastern audiences and that the Greek edition
targeted the broader Greco-Roman world.

His twenty-book Jewish Antiquities, completed in the
early 90s CE, retells Jewish history from creation to his own
era for readers schooled in Greek culture. It elaborates
biblical narratives, integrates postbiblical history, and
interprets Jewish law and customs for outsiders. The shorter
Life defends Josephus’s actions in Galilee and answers



criticisms, especially those attributed to Justus of Tiberias.
Against Apion, written in the Ilate first century, is an
apologetic treatise that counters slanders against Judaism
and argues for the antiquity and rationality of Mosaic
tradition. Antiquities preserves passages on John the
Baptist, James, and Jesus that later drew intense scrutiny.
Josephus portrays himself as a Pharisee committed to
law, moderation, and piety, condemning zealotry as self-
destructive. His histories combine biblical exegesis,
ethnography, and the speech-filled narrative techniques of
Greco-Roman historiography. He cites sources, appeals to
autopsy, and defends his credibility, yet modern readers
weigh his apologetic aims and the influence of imperial
patrons. Early Christian writers, notably Eusebius, preserved
and quoted him extensively, while rabbinic literature seldom
engaged his works. Over centuries his manuscripts were
copied mainly in Christian contexts. Today scholars rely on
him—carefully and critically—for reconstructing the political,
social, and religious landscape of Judea under Roman rule.
Josephus spent his later years in Rome, holding
citizenship and material support that enabled sustained
literary activity. He continued revising and composing into
the closing decades of the first century. The circumstances
of his death are unknown; ancient testimonies place it in the
early second century. His legacy is foundational: without
Josephus, knowledge of the Hasmoneans, Herodian politics,
and the First Jewish-Roman War would be vastly poorer.
Archaeology, epigraphy, and comparative texts both
corroborate and challenge elements of his narrative,
keeping debate active. His work remains central for



historians, classicists, and biblical scholars seeking to
understand identity, empire, and memory.
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PREFACE

BOOK | Containing The Interval Of Three Thousand
Eight Hundred And Thirty-Three Years. — From The
Creation To The Death Of Isaac

CHAPTER 1 The Constitution Of The World And The
Disposition Of The Elements

CHAPTER 2 Concerning_The Posterity Of Adam, And The
Ten Generations From Him To The Deluge

CHAPTER 3 Concerning_The Flood; And After What
Manner Noah Was Saved In An Ark, With His Kindred, And
Afterwards Dwelt In The Plain Of Shinar

CHAPTER 4 Concerning_The Tower Of Babylon, And The
Confusion Of Tongues

CHAPTER 5 After What Manner The Posterity Of Noah
Sent OQut Colonies, And Inhabited The Whole Earth

CHAPTER 6 How Every Nation Was Denominated From
Their First Inhabitants

CHAPTER 7 How Abram Our Forefather Went OQut Of The
Land Of The Chaldeans, And Lived In The Land Then
Called Canaan But Now Judea

CHAPTER 8 That When There Was A Famine In Canaan,
Abram Went Thence Into Egypt;_And After He Had
Continued There A While He Returned Back Again

CHAPTER 9 The Destruction Of The Sodomites By The
Assyrian War

CHAPTER 10 How Abram Fought With The Assyrians, And
Overcame Them, And Saved The Sodomite Prisoners,
And Took From The Assyrians The Prey They Had Gotten

CHAPTER 11 How God Overthrew The Nation Of The
Sodomites, Out Of His Wrath Against Them For Their Sins

CHAPTER 12 Concerning_ Abimelech; And Concerning
Ismael The Son Of Abraham; And Concerning The




Arabians, Who Were His Posterity

CHAPTER 13 Concerning_Isaac The Legitimate Son Of
Abraham

CHAPTER 14 Concerning_Sarah Abraham's Wife; And How
She Ended Her Days

CHAPTER 15 How The Nation Of The Troglodytes Were
Derived From Abraham By Keturah

CHAPTER 16 How Isaac Took Rebeka To Wife
CHAPTER 17 Concerning The Death Of Abraham

CHAPTER 18 Concerning_The Sons Of Isaac, Esau And
Jacob;_Of Their Nativity And Education

CHAPTER 19 Concerning_Jacob's Flight Into Mesopotamia,,
By Reason Of The Fear He Was In Of His Brother

CHAPTER 20 Concerning_The Meeting_Of Jacob And Esau
CHAPTER 21 Concerning_The Violation Of Dina's Chastity
CHAPTER 22 How Isaac Died, And Was Buried In Hebron

BOOK Il Containing The Interval Of Two Hundred And
Twenty Years. — From The Death Of Isaac To The
Exodus Out Of Egypt

CHAPTER 1 How Esau And Jacob, Isaac's Sons Divided
Their Habitation; And Esau Possessed Idumea And Jacob
Canaan

CHAPTER 2 How Joseph, The Youngest Of Jacob's Sons,
Was Envied By His Brethren, When Certain Dreams Had
Foreshown His Future Happiness

CHAPTER 3 How Joseph Was Thus Sold By His Brethren
Into Egypt, By Reason Of Their Hatred To Him;_ And How
He There Grew Famous And lllustrious And Had His
Brethren Under His Power

CHAPTER 4 Concerning_The Signal Chastity Of Joseph
CHAPTER 5 What Things Befell Joseph In Prison




CHAPTER 6 How Joseph When He Was Become Famous In
Egypt,_ Had His Brethren In Subjection

CHAPTER 7 The Removal Of Joseph's Father With All His
Family, To Him, On Account Of The Famine

CHAPTER 8 Of The Death Of Jacob And Joseph

CHAPTER 9 Concerning_The Afflictions That Befell The
Hebrews In Egypt, During_Four Hundred Years

CHAPTER 10 How Moses Made War With The Ethiopians
CHAPTER 11 How Moses Fled Out Of Egypt Into Midian
CHAPTER 12 Concerning The Burning_Bush And The Rod
Of Moses

CHAPTER 13 How Moses And Aaron Returned Into Egypt
To Pharaoh

CHAPTER 14 Concerning_The Ten Plagues Which Came
Upon The Egyptians

CHAPTER 15 How The Hebrews Under The Conduct Of
Moses Left Eqypt

CHAPTER 16 How The Sea Was Divided Asunder For The
Hebrews, When They Were Pursued By The Egyptians,

Them

BOOK Ill Containing The Interval Of Two Years. —

That Generation
CHAPTER 1 How Moses When He Had Brought The

Till They Had Suffered Much In Their Journey

CHAPTER 2 How The Amalekites And The Neighbouring
Nations, Made War With The Hebrews And Were Beaten
And Lost A Great Part Of Their Army

CHAPTER 3 That Moses Kindly Received-His Father-In-
Law, Jethro, When He Came To Him To Mount Sinai




CHAPTER 4 How Raguel Suggested To Moses To Set His
People In Order, Under Their Rulers Of Thousands, And
Rulers Of Hundreds, Who Lived Without Order Before;
And How Moses Complied In All Things With His Father-
In-Law's Admonition

CHAPTER 5 How Moses Ascended Up To Mount Sinai, And
Received Laws From God, And Delivered Them To The
Hebrews

CHAPTER 6 Concerning_The Tabernacle Which Moses
Built In The Wilderness For The Honor Of God And Which
Seemed To Be A Temple

CHAPTER 7 Concerning_ The Garments Of The Priests,
And Of The High Priest

CHAPTER 8 Of The Priesthood Of Aaron
CHAPTER 9 The Manner Of Our Offering_Sacrifices

CHAPTER 10 Concerning The Festivals; And How Each
Day Of Such Festival Is To Be Observed

CHAPTER 11 Of The Purifications
CHAPTER 12 Several Laws

CHAPTER 13 Moses Removed From Mount Sinai, And
Conducted The People To The Borders Of The Canaanites

CHAPTER 14 How Moses Sent Some Persons To Search
Out The Land Of The Canaanites, And The Largeness Of
Their Cities;_ And Further That When Those Who Were
Sent Were Returned, After Forty Days And Reported That
They Should Not Be A Match For Them, And Extolled The
Strength Of The Canaanites The Multitude Were
Disturbed And Fell Into Despair;_ And Were Resolved To
Stone Moses, And To Return Back Again Into Egypt, And
Serve The Egyptians

CHAPTER 15 How Moses Was Displeased At This, And

Foretold That God Was Angry And That They Should
Continue In The Wilderness For Forty Years And Not,




During_That Time, _Either Return Into Egypt Or Take
Possession Of Canaan

BOOK IV Containing The Interval Of Thirty-Eight
Years. — From The Rejection Of That Generation To
The Death Of Moses

CHAPTER 1 Fight Of The Hebrews With The Canaanites
Without The Consent Of Moses; And Their Defeat

CHAPTER 2 The Sedition Of Corah And Of The
Multitude Against Moses, And Against His Brother,
Concerning_The Priesthood

CHAPTER 3 How Those That Stirred Up This Sedition
Were Destroyed, According_To The Will Of God;_ And
How Aaron, Moses's Brother Both He And His Posterity,
Retained The Priesthood

CHAPTER 4 What Happened To The Hebrews During
Thirty-Eight Years In The Wilderness
CHAPTER 5 How Moses Conquered Sihon And Og_Kings

Of The Amorites, And Destroyed Their Whole Army And
Then Divided Their Land By Lot To Two Tribes And A

Half Of The Hebrews

CHAPTER 6 Concerning_Balaam The Prophet And What
Kind Of Man He Was

CHAPTER 7 How The Hebrews Fought With The
Midianites, And Overcame Them

CHAPTER 8 The Polity Settled By Moses; And How He
Disappeared From Among_Mankind

BOOK V Containing _The Interval Of Four Hundred And
Seventy-Six Years. — From The Death Of Moses To
The Death Of Eli

CHAPTER 1 How Joshua, The Commander Of The
Hebrews, Made War With The Canaanites, And




28 Purim is a Jewish festival that commemorates the events
told in the Book of Esther, traditionally celebrated on the
14th of the Hebrew month Adar with readings of the
Megillah (Book of Esther), feasting, and exchanges of qifts;
scholars note that aspects of its historicity and origins are
debated.

29 Ptolemy Philadelphus is the conventional name for
Ptolemy I, ruler of the Ptolemaic kingdom in Egypt (reigned
c. 283-246 BCE), famed for supporting the Library of
Alexandria and for commissioning the Greek translation of
the Jewish Law recounted here.

30 Ptolemy Euergetes (Ptolemy Ill) was a Hellenistic king of
the Ptolemaic Kingdom in Egypt, reigning approximately
246-222 BCE; he led Egyptian policy in the eastern
Mediterranean and appears here as the monarch enforcing
tax collection in Judea and neighbouring provinces.

31 Ptolemy Philometor refers to Ptolemy VI Philometor, a
Hellenistic king of the Ptolemaic dynasty in Egypt who ruled
in the mid-2nd century BCE (generally dated c. 180-145
BCE, with interruptions); he was active in the dynastic and
Syrian conflicts described in Josephus.

32 A Syrian/Seleucid military leader and usurper active in
the mid-2nd century BCE (fl. c. 140s BCE), who seized power
in the Seleucid realm and promoted a child Antiochus as a
rival king; modern historians usually call him Tryphon or
Diodotus Tryphon.



33 A title derived from Greek meaning rule over an ethnic
group (ethnarch); in Roman-period usage it denotes a local,
often hereditary, ruler or chief of a nation under Rome’s
authority, though the precise powers and status of an
ethnarch varied by time and place.

34 A Roman-era title (from Greek tetrarchées) for a ruler of
part of a territory—literally ‘ruler of a fourth’—used in the
Herodian period to denote a subordinate local prince or
governor appointed or recognized by Rome to govern a
subdivision of a former kingdom.

35 A fortified limestone plateau in the Judean Desert near
the Dead Sea, built and garrisoned by Herod the Great in
the 1st century BCE; it later became the site of a well-known
Roman siege of Jewish rebels in about 73-74 CE in
subsequent historical accounts.

36 A week-long Jewish autumn festival (Sukkot)
commemorating the Israelites' temporary dwellings in the
wilderness; in Second Temple times it was a major
pilgrimage festival during which the high priest performed
central public rites.

37 A Greek place-name meaning “city of Zeus” used for
several ancient towns; in Josephus’ Judean narrative it likely
denotes a local town (often equated by scholars with
Lydda/Lod) but exact identification varies among sources.



38 Alexandrium was a fortress in the Judaean hill country
mentioned by Josephus and other ancient sources as a royal
stronghold and place of detention in the Hasmonean and
Herodian periods; its precise archaeological identification
remains uncertain.

39 Petronius was the Roman prefect (governor) of imperial
Egypt who controlled its crucial grain stores; Josephus
describes him opening those granaries and licensing exports
to relieve Judean famine. This office was an equestrian
appointment under Augustus, though ancient sources vary
on the prefect’'s praenomen and some details remain
uncertain.

40 A fortress and tower built by Herod adjacent to the
Temple complex that served as a military citadel to guard
the sanctuary; its name most likely honors the Roman
leader Mark Antony, though exact naming motives are not
recorded.

41 A Spartan named Eurycles appears in Roman-era sources
and in Josephus as an agent and client who intervened at
eastern courts; he is likely the 1st-century BCE/CE Eurycles
of Laconia, a wealthy pro-Roman Spartan often recorded as
acting on others’ behalf, here depicted as a manipulative
intermediary at Herod’s court.

42 A Roman official acting as the governor (legate/provincial
president) of Syria with authority to hear major legal and
administrative cases on Rome’s behalf; in Josephus’s



account he presides over Antipater’'s trial—this refers to a
Roman figure operating in the late 1st century BCE-early 1st
century CE under Augustus.

43 Antipas (Herod Antipas) was a son of Herod the Great
who ruled as tetrarch of Galilee and Peraea under Roman
oversight, roughly from 4 BCE to 39 CE.

44 The “golden eagle” denotes a gilded eagle emblem—
commonly identified as a Roman imperial symbol or
standard—reported to have been placed in Herod’s Temple;
its presence was widely seen as a profane affirmation of
Roman authority and stirred Jewish outrage in the late 1st
century BCE.

45 Phasaelus refers to a fortress or tower in Jerusalem built
by Herod the Great and named for his brother Phasael;
Josephus places it among the fortified works near the royal
palace and uses it as a stronghold during sieges.

46 A fortified tower Josephus describes as the place where
Agrippa sought refuge; it functioned as a place of shelter in
a time of danger, but its exact location in ancient Judea is
uncertain and debated by scholars.

47 Caius is the Roman emperor Gaius Julius Caesar
Augustus Germanicus, commonly called Caligula, who ruled
roughly AD 37-41 and whose erratic conduct and
assassination in AD 41 are attested by ancient historians.



